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EDITORS' NOTE: A photo of Dr. Best can be found at: http://www.eiu.edu/-pubaff/johnbest.htm.

For Immediate Release:
TUSCOLA'S JOHN BEST NAMED EIU'S 2000 RINGENBERG AWARD WINNER
CHARLESTON- "Excellent mentor," "valued advisor" and "scholar of the highest
caliber" describe John Best, this year's winner of Eastern Illinois University's prestigious
Ringenberg Award.
Named after Lawrence Ringenberg, the first dean (1961-1980) of Eastern's College of
Sciences, the award is designed to recognize and honor select tenured/tenure-track faculty and
chairs for their performance during their years at Eastern. Recipients are selected based on
the impact of their achievements on colleagues, students, their profession, the college, the
university and the world as a whole, and on their contributions to collegiality, mentoring and
morale.
Best, a faculty member in the Department of Psychology since 1979, received his award
from Alan Baharlou, the 1999 Ringenberg Award recipient and chair of this year's Selection
Committee.
-more-
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JOHN BEST

"I was stunned to learn I had won the Ringenberg Award, and I am deeply honored to
have my name listed among the prior winners," Best said. "I view this award as representing
the highest sign of respect that the College of Sciences' dean and faculty can bestow upon one
of their own, and I will strive every day to demonstrate that their respect for me is well placed.
"Over the years, my family and fellow faculty members in psychology have valued and
supported my work; without their support and cooperation, I could not have been named the
award winner. And I must also thank the greatest people in the world -the students of Eastern
Illinois University, whose educational attainments are the principal objective of all our work."
One such student- now an employee of Eastern's psychology department- considered
it a "pleasure, and an honor" to nominate his former professor for this award.
"When asked to name a teacher that has made a significant impact on my academic
life, as well as contributing to the success of others, I would have to name Dr. Best as my first
choice," wrote research assistant Denny D. Brackett. "(His) academic achievements, his love of
teaching and his continued dedication to his community make him an invaluable asset to our
department, our college and our university as a whole."
He continued, "I still remember the day that Dr. Best, teaching an honors seminar,
turned the topic away from problem solving and cognitive processes for a moment to discuss
the nature of job satisfaction and the concept of 'happiness.' After discussing future plans,
hopes and dreams amongst ourselves for a short time, we turned the tables on Dr. Best and
asked him for his definition of 'happiness.' He looked at us and said, 'Here. I have it right here
at this job.' He went on to explain that he was happy being in the class with us, discussing
psychology, listening to our input and, above all, contributing to and expanding the knowledge
base of his students. I sincerely believe that he meant what he said."
-more-
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In addition to his nearly 25 years of teaching, Best served as acting chair of Eastern's
psychology department (1997-98) and coordinator of the department's honors program (1984present). He also has served on numerous university committees, including nine years on the
University Personnel Committee and three years (one as vice chair) of Eastern's Faculty
Senate.
Best, who resides in Tuscola, also has coached Little League basketball and soccer,
has faithfully attended Tuscola Board of Education meetings for numerous years, and actively
participates on the Building Educational Stability in Tuscola committee.

-30-

